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Introduction
This README file describes the digital data, such as types and general contents of files making up the database, and includes information on how to extract and plot the map and accompanying graphic file. Metadata information can be accessed at http://geo-nsdi.er.usgs.gov/cgi-bin/publication?map-of and is included in Appendix I, Readme.
HOW TO OBTAIN PAPER PLOTS
For those having access to large-format plotters such as HP650C, HP755C, and HP2500C, plots may be made directly from the included plot file. For those needing paper plots of the geologic map and accompanying text, but who do not have access to large-format plotters, please contact the U.S. Geological Survey Plot-on-demand facility.
Phone: 1-888-ASK-USGS (1-888-275-87477)
DATABASE CONTENTS
The files constituting the geologic map database of this Open-File Report are listed below along with the interchange files from which they are extracted.
Data Package
All files listed below are in a compressed tar file named fif.tar.gz (4MB); see section below titled, SOFTWARE UTILITIES. The uncompressed PostScript file fif_map.ps will plot a 1:24,000 scale, full color geologic map of the Fifteenmile Valley quadrangle on a topographic base. A detailed CMU diagram, a DMU, and a regional structure map are included on the sheet. This sheet is in the editorial format of the U.S. Geological Survey's Miscellaneous Investigations (I) map series, and is approximately 45 X 32 inches in size. The map sheet has been successfully plotted on Hewlett-Packard large-format plotters, models HP650C, HP755CM, and HP2500C.
Other files
Readme.pdf This document in .pdf format fif_map.pdf Geologic map, DMU, CMU, and sketch maps
SOFTWARE UTILITIES
Files which have .gz file extension were compressed using gzip. Gzip utilities are available free of charge via the internet at the gzip home page, http://www.gzip.org
The data package is additionally bundled into a single tar (tape archive) file. Individual files must be extracted using a tar utility, available free of charge via the internet through links on the Common Internet File Formats page, http://www.matisse.net/files/formats.html. One such utility is WinZip, available at http://www.winzip.com (WinZip can also decompress files).
Files in the plot package have been prepared to produce optimum plots using the shade, and marker sets listed below. 
HOW TO EXTRACT THE GEOLOGIC MAP DATABASE FROM THE TAR FILE
After downloading the files, they must be uncompressed using a gzip utility such as gzip itself or WinZip. The data files must then be extracted using a tar utility. 
Digital database
HOW TO CONVERT THE ARC/INFO INTERCHANGE (EXPORT) FILES
The ARC interchange (.e00) files are converted to ARC coverages using the ARC command IMPORT.
ARC interchange files can also be read by some other Geographic Information Systems, including ArcView (ESRI) and MapInfo (http://www.mapinfo.com) (Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc, 1991) . Please consult your GIS documentation to see if you can use ARC interchange files and the procedure to import them.
DIGITAL GEOLOGIC MAP SPECIFICATIONS
Digital and geologic compilation of geologic map
The geologic map was compiled from 1:24,000 geologic mapping on aerial photographs and topographic quadrangle maps, transferred visually to a base-stable cronoflex copy of the Fifteenmile Valley 7.5' quadrangle, and the linework scribed from the cronoflex map. The scribe guide was used to make a 0.007"-thick blackline clear-film, which was scanned at 1200 DPI and auto-vectorized by Optronics Specialty Company, Northridge, California; minor hand-digitized additions were made at the USGS. Lines, points, and polygonswere subsequently edited at the USGS using standard ARC/INFO commands. Digitizing and editing artifacts significant enough to display at a scale of 1:24,000 were corrected.
Base map
The base map image (fif.tif, Geotiff format) was prepared by scanning a scale-stable clear film of the U.S Ge ological Survey, 1:24,000 Fifteenmile Valley 7. 5′ quadrangle (1971) topographic map. Scanning was done using an Anatech Eagle 4080 monochrome 800 dpi scanner at a resolution of 500 dpi. The raster scan was converted to a monochromatic image in ARC/INFO, and registered and rectified to the Fifteenmile Valley 7.5′ quadrangle. No elements of the base layer are attributed. The base map is provided for reference only.
Spatial resolution
Use of this digital geologic map database should not violate the spatial resolution of the data. Although the digital form of the data removes the constraint imposed by the scale of a paper map, the detail and accuracy inherent in map scale are also present in the digital data. The fact that this database was edited at a scale of 1:24,000 means that higher resolution information is not generally present in the dataset. Plotting at scales larger than 1:24,000 will not yield greater real detail, although it may reveal fine-scale irregularities above the intended resolution of the database. Similarly, although higher resolution data is incorporated at some places, the resolution of the combined output will be limited by the lower resolution data.
Map accuracy standards
Until uniform National geologic map accuracy standards are developed and adopted, lines and points on SCAMP 1:24,000 scale geologic maps that are located to within 15 meters, relative to accurately located features on the base map, are considered to meet map accuracy standards. Dashed lines, indicated in the database coding as not meeting map accuracy standards, are generally located to within 30 meters, relative to accurately located features on the base map.
Database specifics
General-The map database consists of ARC/INFO format coverages which are stored in polyconic projection (Table 1) , and a series of data tables. Digital tics define a 7.5-minute grid of latitude and longitude in the geologic coverages corresponding to the 7.5-minute tic grid on the topographic base map. The content of the geologic database can be described in terms of feature classes that include lines, points, and areas that comprise the map. See the metadata text file (Appendix I) for detailed descriptions. Although Version 1.0 of the Fifteenmile Valley 7.5' quadrangle does not contain coded, detailed, geologic attribute data, the items L-TAG (lines) and P-TAG (structural point data) do serve as relate items allowing users to establish a relate environment with and access to complete descriptions of the geologic entities contained in the line and point dictionaries (Matti and others, 1998a, 1998b The geologic map database contains original U.S. Geological Survey data generated by detailed field observation and by interpretation of aerial photographs. The map was compiled on a base-stable cronoflex copy of the Fifteenmile Valley 7.5' topographic base and then scribed. This scribe guide was used to make a 0.007 mil blackline clear-film, which was scanned at 1200 DPI by Optronics Specialty Company, Northridge, California; minor hand-digitized additions were made at the USGS. Lines, points, and polygons were subsequently edited at the USGS using standard ARC/INFO commands. Digitizing and editing artifacts significant enough to display at a scale of 1:24,000 were corrected. Within the database, geologic contacts are represented as lines (arcs), geologic units as polygons, and site-specific data as points. Polygon, arc, and point attribute tables (.pat, .aat, and .pat, respectively) uniquely identify each geologic datum.
Purpose:
The data set for the Fifteenmile Valley 7.5' quadrangle was prepared under the U.S. Geological Survey Southern California Areal Mapping Project (SCAMP) as part of an ongoing effort to develop a regional geologic framework of southern California, and to utilize a Geographical Information System (GIS) format to create regional digital geologic databases. These regional databases are being developed as contributions to the National Geologic Map Database of the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program of the USGS.
The digital geologic map database for the Fifteenmile Valley 7.5' quadrangle has been created as a general-purpose data set that is applicable to other land-related investigations in the earth and biological sciences. For example, it can be used for mineral resource evaluation studies, animal and plant habitat studies, and soil studies in the San The Fifteenmile Valley 7.5' geologic-map database should be used to evaluate and understand the geologic character of the Fifteenmile Valley 7.5' quadrangle as a whole. The data should not be used for purposes of site-specific land-use planning or site-specific geologic evaluations. The database is sufficiently detailed to identify and characterize geologic materials and structures. However, it is not sufficiently detailed for site-specific determinations.
Use of this digital geologic map database should not violate the spatial resolution of the data. Although the digital form of the data removes the constraint imposed by the scale of a paper map, the detail and accuracy inherent in map scale are also present in the digital data. The fact that this database was compiled and edited at a scale of 1:24,000 means that higher resolution information may not have been uniformly retained in the dataset. Plotting at scales larger than 1:24,000 will not yield greater real detail, although it may reveal fine-scale irregularities below the intended resolution of the database. Similarly, although higher resolution data is incorporated in most of the map, the resolution of the combined output will be limited by the lower resolution data.
Geologic mapping and digital preparation of this report were sponsored jointly by (1) the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program of the U.S. Geological Survey, (2) the California Division of Mines and Geology, and (3) the Southern California Areal Mapping Project (SCAMP). In our digital preparation of the data set, carried out in the Geographic Information System laboratory of the Mineral Resources Program of the U.S. Geological Survey in Spokane, Washington by Pamela M. Cossette, we received valuable assistance from Paul C. Hyndman in Spokane, Washington, and from Rachel Alvarez at the SCAMP Geographic Information System laboratory in Riverside, California. Attribute_Accuracy: Attribute_Accuracy_Report: Geologic-map units in the Fifteenmile Valley quadrangle database were described using standard field methods. Consistent with these methods, the database author has assigned standard geologic attributes to geologic lines, points, and polygons identified in the database.
Nation-wide geologic-map accuracy standards have not been developed and adopted by the U.S. Geological Survey and other earth-science entities. Until such standards are adopted, the SCAMP project has developed internal map-accuracy standards for 1:24,000-scale geologic maps produced by the project.
Geologic lines and points on 1:24,000 scale geologic maps are judged to meet SCAMP's internal map-accuracy standards if they are located to within +/-15 meters, relative to topographic or cultural features on the base map.
Lines and points that meet (or may not meet) this SCAMP internal map-accuracy standard are identified both in the digital database and on derivative geologic-map plots. Within the database, line and point data that are judged to meet the SCAMP internal map-accuracy standard are denoted by the attribute code .MEE. (meets) in the appropriate data table; line and point data that may not meet the SCAMP internal map-accuracy standard are denoted by the attribute code .MNM. (may not meet).
On any derivative geologic-map plot, line data that are judged to meet the SCAMP internal map-accuracy standard are denoted by solid lines; line data that may not meet the SCAMP internal map-accuracy standard are denoted by dashed or dotted lines. There is no cartographic device for denoting the map-accuracy for geologic-point data (eg. symbols representing bedding, foliation, lineations, etc.).
Logical_Consistency_Report:
Polygon and chain-node topology present.
The areal extent of the map is represented digitally by an appropriately projected (polyconic projection), mathematically generated box. Consequently, polygons intersecting the lines that comprise the map boundary are closed by that boundary. Polygons internal to the map boundary are completely enclosed by line segments which are themselves a set of sequentially numbered coordinate pairs. Point data are represented by coordinate pairs.
Completeness_Report:
The geologic map and digital database of the Fifteenmile Valley 7.5' quadrangle contain new data that have been subjected to rigorous review and are a substantially complete representation of the current state of knowledge concerning the geology of the quadrangle.
Positional_Accuracy:
Horizontal_Positional_Accuracy: Horizontal_Positional_Accuracy_Report:
The maximum transformation RMS error acceptable for 7.5' quadrangle transformation and data input is 0.003 (1.8 meters). Horizontal positional accuracy was checked by visual comparison of hard-copy plots with base-stable source data.
Scale ( 
